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Dr. Michael B. Shimkin has recently published a fourth edition of his seminal work,
Science and Cancer. As he espouses in the “Preface,” keeping people informed about
cancer research is essential to maintain public confidence in the work being done to
eradicate the disease. Thus, this report is addressed primarily to those outside the
scientific community in an attempt to synthesize the salient facts about cancer for the
general reader.

The nature of the disease is chronicled in both animals and humans, with emphasis
on the latter. A basic knowledge of biology is assumed as various topics are covered,
including the relationship of environmental and hereditary factors to the onset of
the disease, the effect of cancer on the organism in which it is, and the efforts of
scientists and physicians to learn more about and treat cancer more effectively. The
final chapter concludes with the optimistic assessment that victory over cancer is
a “reasonable expectation.”

Over 200,000 copies of Science and Cancer have been distributed since its first
publication in 1964. Paperback editions are available free of charge from the Office
of Cancer Communications, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Maryland 20205.




