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may contain subpopulations of cells with enhanced capability
to further metastasize to additional sites. The demonstration,
using in vitro selection methods, of the presence within these
lesions of cells (WM 164-Bch4) with enhanced invasive capabil-
ities further supports this notion. '

We have recently applied the nude mouse model to melanoma
cells derived from early nonmetastatic lesions (vertical growth
phase) of a patient.®* A comparison of the metastatic variant
cells derived from these lesions with the variants from the
metastatic lesion described here will help in our understanding
of the evolution of the metastatic phenotype during various
stages of tumor progression in melanoma.
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