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In 1945, the SoutheasternMichiganChapterof the AmericanCancer
Society (ACS) and the community raised $250,000 to purchase a build
ing, which then became the DICR after remodelingunder the directionof
Harvey Marker of Parke-Davis. William L. Simpson was appointed
Director in 1947. Title to the headquarters and laboratories was turned
over to the newly created MCF in 1947 when the ACS decreed that none
of itschapterscouldown propertyoroperateclinicsor laboratories.With
furtherremodeling, these laboratories housed cancer studies for some 25
years.

During this period,JeromeP. Horwitz synthesizedazidothymidine
(AIF) in the DICR ChemistryLaboratory.Designedas an antitumor
drug, it would become the first AIDS drug approved by the FDA two
decades later. Two other AIDS drugs (ddC and d4t) were created by Dr.
Horwitz in the late 1960s. In 1966, the DICR, the Yates Cancer Detection
Clinic, and the Michigan Cancer Registry merged into the MCF. At this
time, Michael J. Brennan, Chief of Medical Oncology at Henry Ford
Hospital, was appointed President of the enlarged organization. In 1973,
the MCF openedits new 120,000 squarefoot headquartersand labora
tories (right), named after its major benefactor Meyer L. Prentis, the first
Treasurer of the General Motors Corporation.

One of the initial accomplishments of the MCF was the establish
ment of the first hormone-dependent human breast cancer cell line,
MCF-7, by Dr. Soule as described above. At this time, the cancer
registry maintained by the MCF was invited to joing the NCI's SEER
Program. Within a short period, WSU and the MCF created the
CancerCenterof MetropolitanDetroit, which soon was designateda
comprehensive cancer center by the National Cancer Institute (1978).
This Center, which coordinated the efforts of over 100 investigators
and clinicians, was initially directed by Dr. Brennan and later by
LaurenceBaker,who was appointedDirectorin 1988. Maintaininghis
devotion to research and breast cell culture, Dr. Soule culminated 5
years of effort in 1989 by developing the MCF-l0 cell line, an
immortalized nontumorigenic human breast epithelial line. These
cells, which had not been exposed to viruses or carcinogens, have
become a valuable model for the study of breast cell transformation.
During this period, the experimentaltherapeuticsgroup of the MCF
discovered the anticancer activity of pyrazoloacridine (PZA) for use
against solid tumors.Presentlythis agent is in nationalclinical trials.

Dr. Brennan retired in 1991 and was replaced as President by
Vainutis Vaitkevicius, who brought about the merger of the MCF, the
Meyer L. Prentis Comprehensive Cancer Center of Metropolitan
Detroit, and the cancer programsof WSU and the Detroit Medical
Center, creating one of the country's largest centers dedicated to
cancer research and treatment. The merger was followed by the
completion of the Wertz Clinical Cancer Center (bottom left), which
provides outpatientchemotherapyand houses multidisciplinarydin
ics and patient education programs.

After the retirementof Dr. Vaitkevicius, William Peters was re
cruited to head the newly combined center, which received a $15
million gift from Peter Karmanos,Jr., to honorhis late wife Barbara.
As President and Chief Executive Officer of the Barbara Ann Kar
manos Cancer Institute, Director of the Meyer L. Prentis Comprehen
sive Cancer Center at Metropolitan Detroit, and Associate Dean for
CancerProgramswithinWSU, Dr. Petersdirectsan organizationwith
an operating budget of $170 million, including $27 million in grants
and contracts,which supportsthe investigationsof 140 scientists and
clinicians and 61,000 patient encounters annually. The Karmanos
Cancer Institute preserves the legacies of Dr. Soule, patient tissue
donors, and the MCF by continuing to provide cell lines for research
to investigators worldwide through its Cell Lines Resource.

We are gratefulto Sam C. Brooks, Professorof Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, WSU School of Medicine, and Robert J. Pauley,
Associate Professor, Karmanos Cancer Institute, for their assistance in
coordinatingthe materialfor this cover feature.

Sidney Weinhouse

COVER LEGEND@
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This issue's cover of Cancer Research is dedicated to Herbert D.
Soule (top left), who played a leading role in the history of the
Michigan Cancer Foundation (MCF), now named the Karmanos Can
cer Institute.

Dr. Soule, a native of Salem, NH, and a descendantof one of the
signers of the Mayflower Compact, received a B.S. degree in Biology
(1949) and a M.S. degree in Microbiology (1952) from the University
of New Hampshire. He received the Ph.D. degree from Wayne State
University (WSU) in 1960.

Dr. Soule's scientific aptitudedeveloped duringhis doctoraltrain
ing in Cyril Stulberg's Cell Culture Laboratory at the current Chil
then's Hospital of Michigan, where seminal work on cryopreservation
of human cells and human cell line development was carried out.
During his 39 years at the MCF, he developed the first hormone
responsive human breast cancer cell line, MCF-7, and later the natu
rally immortalized human breast epithelial cell line, MCF-lO, of
which there are several sublines. Dr. Soule valued the willingness of
individuals to provide tissue for research, although few patient sam
pies have provided material as fruitful as MCF-7. Both Dr. Soule and
the MCF-7 tissue donor, who was the last member of her family, left
a legacy of hope to the scientific community and to cancer patients.
The importance of Dr. Soule's accomplishments are manifest in the
Perspectives in Cancer Research article by Anait S. Levenson and
V. Craig Jordanin this issue (Cancer Res., 57: 3071â€”3078,1997).
Many have benefited from the skill and fierce determination he
exhibited in advancing knowledge in the field, even as he suffered
fromemphysema,a disease which plaguedhim for over ten years and
resulted in his death on January 2, 1997.

Dr. Soule's patientand productiveinvestigationswere carriedout
with the continuous support of the MCF. The origins of cancer
research at this organization date to 1941 when the Crocker Labora
tory for Cancer Research at Columbia University was closing. Maynie

Curtis took a valuable colony of inbred rats from the terminated
laboratory to her family farm near Mason, MI, accompanied in this
endeavor by her colleague, Wilhelmina Dunning. With the help of
Rollin H. Stevens, then Head of the Departmentof Radiology of
Grace Hospital and Chairman of the Cancer Committee of the Wayne
County Medical Society, a laboratory was found for Drs. Curtis and
Dunning in a building belonging to the WSU School of Medicine.
Thus, the Detroit Institute of Cancer Research (DICR) was born and
the now famous Dunningratsand prostatetumorline were preserved.




