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Abstract
Naturally occurring strains of Newcastle disease virus (NDV)
have shown oncolytic therapeutic efficacy in preclinical
studies and are currently in clinical trials. Here, we have
evaluated the possibility to enhance the cancer therapeutic
potential of NDV by means of reverse genetics. Mice bearing
s.c. implanted CT26 tumors were treated with intratumoral
(i.t.) injections of a recombinant NDV modified to contain a
highly fusogenic F protein. These treated mice exhibited
significant reduction in tumor development compared with
mice treated with the unmodified virus. Furthermore, mice
in a CT26 metastatic tumor model treated with an i.v.
injection of the genetically engineered NDV exhibited
prolonged survival compared with wild-type control virus.
In addition, we examined whether the oncolytic properties of
NDV could be improved by expression of immunostimulatory
molecules. In this regard, we engineered several NDVs to
express granulocyte macrophage colony-stimulating factor,
IFN-;, interleukin 2 (IL-2), or tumor necrosis factor A, and
evaluated their therapeutic potential in an immunocompetent colon carcinoma tumor model. Mice bearing s.c. CT26
tumors treated with i.t. injections of recombinant NDV
expressing IL-2 showed dramatic reductions in tumor
growth, with a majority of the mice undergoing complete
and long-lasting remission. Our data show the use of reverse
genetics to develop enhanced recombinant NDV vectors as
effective therapeutic agents for cancer treatment. [Cancer Res
2007;67(17):8285–92]

Introduction
Newcastle disease virus (NDV) is a nonsegmented, negativesense, single-stranded RNA virus of the Paramyxoviridae family
with a natural avian host range. Several clinical trials have reported
NDV as a safe and effective therapeutic agent for cancer treatment
in patients with no reports of pathologic affects in humans other
than mild flu-like symptoms and conjunctivitis (1). NDV is reported
to selectively replicate in and destroy tumor cells while sparing
normal cells, and therefore it has been sought for use as a clinical
oncolytic agent (2–6). These inherent oncolytic properties, shared
by several viruses (including NDV), are believed to derive, at least
in part, from defective IFN signaling pathways in tumor cells (7, 8).
Normal cells, with an effective antiviral response, inhibit viral

Requests for reprints: Adolfo Garcı́a-Sastre, Department of Microbiology, Mount
Sinai School of Medicine, 1 Gustave L. Levy Place, New York, NY 10029. Phone: 212-2417769; Fax: 212-534-1684; E-mail: adolfo.garcia-sastre@mssm.edu.
I2007 American Association for Cancer Research.
doi:10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-07-1025

www.aacrjournals.org

replication before significant damage is instigated, thereby
providing a mechanism for using NDV as a safe and effective
cancer therapeutic agent. The known sensitivity of NDV to IFN and
its inability to replicate in normal mammalian cells are likely to
contribute to its shown safety in humans (9). In addition, NDV is
known to enter cells by binding to sialic acid residues present on a
wide distribution of human and murine cancer cell lines (2, 10, 11),
making it suitable for use in a broad range of cancer cell types.
Reports from phase I and II clinical trials using naturally
occurring strains of NDV as oncolytic agents show promise and
warrant investigation into methods of improving the therapeutic
potential of these viruses (12, 13). Although NDV has been in use in
clinical trials longer than most other oncolytic agents, genetic
development of an improved viral vector for the treatment of
tumors has not been reported. The ability to modify NDV through
reverse genetics affords the opportunity to develop improved
therapeutic vectors engineered for increased antitumor efficacy.
Recent reports have shown that expression of the highly fusogenic
F protein of NDV in transfected cancer cells can efficiently kill
tumor cells through the formation of large multinucleated cells,
called syncytia (14). Therefore, we first investigated whether the
inclusion of a highly fusogenic F protein into a replicating
nonpathogenic chicken vaccine strain of NDV, Hitchner B1
(NDV/B1), will enhance its antitumor properties. For this purpose,
the F protein of NDV/B1 was genetically modified to contain a
multibasic cleavage and activation site. NDV expressing this
modified F protein (rNDV/F3aa) is highly fusogenic and able to
form syncytia (15). In addition, vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV)
engineered to express this highly fusogenic F protein has shown
increased oncolytic potential in treating hepatocellular carcinoma
in the livers of immunocompetent rats (16). In this report, we show
an improved therapeutic response in immunocompetent tumorbearing mice treated with rNDV/F3aa compared with rNDV/B1.
Second, we evaluated the potential to genetically engineer rNDV
as a gene therapy vector to enhance its therapeutic efficacy. The
expression of immunomodulatory molecules by oncolytic vectors
[such as granulocyte macrophage colony-stimulating factor (GMCSF; ref. 17) and interleukin 2 (IL-2; ref. 18) expressed from vaccinia
virus or GM-CSF (19) expressed from herpes simplex virus] has
shown great promise in clinical trials. In addition, preclinical
reports of other viruses modified to express cytokines were able to
confer an increase in their therapeutic efficacy in several tumor
models (20–27). In this regard, we developed several NDV vectors
carrying GM-CSF, tumor necrosis factor (TNF)-a, IFN-g, or IL-2
and tested them for increased therapeutic efficacy. Although the
recombinant expression of these cytokines has been described in
other viruses, we sought to understand the effect they would have
in the context of NDV treatment of a mouse tumor model. Our
results describe the first reported genetic modifications of NDV for
increased cancer therapeutic efficacy.
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Figure 1. rNDV infection of CT26 colon carcinoma
and A549 human lung cells. Cells were infected at
an MOI of 2 and visualized 24 h postinfection for
green fluorescence. Cells were pretreated with
2,000 units/mL of universal IFN-h or mock treated
24 h before infection, as indicated. Loss of GFP
expression is only observed in the IFN-responsive
A549 cells and not in the CT26 cell line that remains
permissive to NDV infection even in the presence
of IFN-h. Both A549 and CT26 cells infected with
rNDV/F3aa form large multinucleated cells or syncytia.

Materials and Methods
Cell lines. CT26 is an N-nitroso-N-methylurethane–induced BALB/c
colon carcinoma cell line generously provided by Dr. Nicholas P. Restifo
(National Cancer Institute, NIH, Bethesda, MD) and were maintained in
RPMI 1640 supplemented with 10% heat-inactivated fetal bovine serum
(FBS; Sigma-Aldrich), 100 Ag/mL streptomycin, 100 Ag/mL penicillin, and
0.03% L-glutamine. A549 cells were obtained from American Type Culture
Collection and were maintained in DMEM with 10% FBS.
Viruses. The NDV cDNA sequence was derived from the Hitchner B1
lentogenic strain, which is commonly used as a live attenuated vaccine in
chickens. Viruses are plaque purified and grown in 10-day-old pathogen-free
chicken eggs (Charles River Laboratories, SPAFAS). Virus stock preparations
are tested for contamination by streaking them on sheep blood agar plates
and incubating them at 37jC overnight (data not shown). HI titers were
determined as previously described (28).
Generation of recombinant viruses. The NDV mutant viruses
engineered to express the modified F cleavage site were generated as
previously described (29). The luciferase and green fluorescent protein
(GFP) genes were subcloned as an extra transcriptional unit from p55C1B
and phrGFP plasmids, respectively, into the XbaI site created between the
P and M genes of pT7NDV/B1 and pT7NDV/F3aa. The cytokines were
cloned from mouse splenocytes and subcloned into pT7NDV/B1 and
pT7NDV/F3aa vectors in the same manner as luciferase and GFP. Viruses
were rescued from cDNA using methods previously described (30) and
sequenced by reverse transcription-PCR for insert fidelity.
Animal studies. All procedures involving animals followed NIH
protocols and were approved by and done according to guidelines of the
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee of the Mount Sinai School
of Medicine. Six-week-old female BALB/c mice were purchased from
Taconic Farms and housed in a pathogen-free environment. Tumor volume
was monitored every other day using digital calipers in two dimensions.
Tumor volume was calculated using the following formula: tumor volume
(V ) = 4/3  p  S 2/2  L/2, where S is the smallest measured diameter and
L is the larger diameter. Animals were culled when tumor size reached
18 mm in any dimension or at defined experimental time points.
To assess the systemic toxicity after i.v. inoculation of rNDV/B1 or
rNDV/F3aa, we determined the kinetic profiles of blood chemistries at
days 1 and 3 postinjection. I.v. injection of 5  107, 1  107, or 0.2  107
plaque-forming units (pfu) of rNDV/B1 or rNDV/F3aa caused a similar
and very mild transient induction of circulating IL-6, alanine aminotranseferase (ALT), blood urea nitrogen (BUN), and creatinine 24 h
postinjection, well below concentrations associated with systemic toxicity
in animals and in human clinical trials. Specifically, day 1 postinjection,
serum levels were <100 pg/mL, 139 units/L, 25 mg/dL, and 0.2 mg/dL
(IL-6, ALT, BUN, and creatinine, respectively) for the recombinant viruses,
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and <100 pg/mL, 56 units/L, 22 mg/dL, and 0.2 mg/dL, respectively, for
mock-treated mice. By day 3 postinjection, no increases were detected.
Toxic thresholds in clinical trials for these cytokines are reported as
40,000 pg/mL, 2,000 units/L, 100 mg/dL, and 1.5 mg/dL for IL-6, ALT, BUN,
and creatinine, respectively (31).
Luciferase imaging. In vivo luciferase imaging was done using an IVIS
Imaging System Series 200 (Xenogen Corp.) with Living Image acquisition
and analysis software (version 2.11, Xenogen). Mice were anesthetized with
isofluran-mixed oxygen. Each mouse is then injected i.p. with 150 mg
luciferin/kg body weight (D-luciferin Firefly Potassium Salt, Xenogen). The
imaging system first takes a photographic image in the chamber under dim
illumination; this is followed by luminescent image acquisition. The overlay
of the pseudocolor images represents the spatial distribution of photon
counts produced by active luciferase. An integration time of 5 min was used
for luminescent image acquisition for all mouse tumor models. We use
Living Image software to integrate the total bioluminescence signals
(in terms of photon counts) obtained from mice.
ELISA. CT26 cells were infected at an multiplicity of infection (MOI) of
10. The supernatant was collected at 24 h postinfection and assayed by
ELISA kit (R&D Systems) following the supplier’s protocol. NDV- or mockinfected tumors were dissected and homogenized using a tissue grinder.
Following centrifugation, supernatants were removed and tested by ELISA
kit. Recombinant cytokines were used for a standard curve and samples
from mock-infected cells or tumors were used as a control. Tumors were
dissected on day 5 and manually dissociated with scissors and forceps in
2 mL of PBS. Cell clumps were dissociated by gently pressing them between
the frosted ends of two coverslips in a circular motion. Cell homogenates
were centrifuged at 100  g and 100 AL of supernatants were collected and
immediately frozen.
Flow cytometry. The tumors of sacrificed animals were analyzed for the
presence of CD4+ and CD8+ cells by fluorescence-activated cell sorting
(FACS) analysis. These tumors were dissected and manually dissociated
with scissors. Dissociated tissue was then collected and incubated at 37jC
in RPMI and 80 AL of Liberase Blendzyme 3 (Roche Diagnostics). After
20 min of incubation, 120 AL of 0.5M EDTA were added to the cell
homogenates and mixed for 5 min. Cells were then filtered using a cell
strainer and stained with CD3, CD4, and CD8 (17A2, GK1.5, and 53-6.7,
respectively; BD PharMingen) and flow cytomety was done in a Cytomics
FC500 machine (Beckman Coulter) and analyzed using FlowJo software
(Tree Star).

Results
Phenotypic characterization of rNDV/F3aa in CT26 cells
in vitro. To determine the syncytia-forming ability of rNDV/F3aa
in tumor cells, we infected CT26 cells in vitro with rNDV/B1 or
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rNDV/F3aa expressing GFP (rNDV/B1-GFP and rNDV/F3aa-GFP,
respectively). At 24 h postinfection, large multinucleated cells were
observed in cells infected with rNDV/F3aa-GFP. In contrast, CT26
cells infected with rNDV/B1-GFP did not exhibit syncytia
formation. Syncytia formation by rNDV/F3aa was also observed
in two other mouse tumor cell lines tested (B16.F10 melanoma and
Renca renal cell carcinoma; data not shown). In addition, CT26
cells pretreated with 2,000 units/mL of universal IFN-h 24 h before
NDV infection were not resistant to infection by NDV, whereas
A549 cells, which are well characterized for their IFN signaling
abilities (32), dramatically inhibited NDV replication, as seen in
Fig. 1. The sensitivity of NDV infection to IFN suggests a possible
mechanism for its safety and efficacy reported in preclinical and
clinical studies. Furthermore, we have previously shown that the V
protein of NDV/B1, although specifically inhibiting the IFN system
in avian hosts, is nonfunctional in human cells, rendering NDV
highly sensitive to the human IFN system (9).
Tumor-bearing mice treated with recombinant NDV containing a modified F protein cleavage sequence exhibited
enhanced tumor growth inhibition. To assess the in vivo
therapeutic efficacy of rNDV/F3aa as an improved oncolytic agent,
5  105 CT26 cells were s.c. implanted in the right flank. Tumors
were allowed to establish for 2 weeks until a palpable tumor mass
developed. When tumors reached f50 to 100 mm3 in volume, mice
were then intratumorally (i.t.) treated with 1  107 pfu every other
day for four injections. Treatment with the control wild-type strain,
rNDV/B1, produced a significant reduction in tumor growth
compared with control mice treated with PBS (Fig. 2A and B).
Treatment with rNDV/F3aa had an improved tumor growth
inhibitory effect compared with rNDV/B1, with 2 of 10 of the
tumors treated with rNDV/F3aa undergoing complete tumor
regression (Fig. 2C). To determine if rNDV/F3aa induces a long-

lasting protective immune response, mice that underwent
complete tumor regression from the experiment in Fig. 2C were
challenged s.c. with a second dose of 5  105 CT26 cells on the
contralateral flank 60 days after treatment initiation. In our
experience, the average complete tumor regression occurs between
the second and third week after treatment initiation. All of these
mice (n = 2) were protected from tumor challenge whereas agematched control mice developed tumors (data not shown).
Prolonged survival of mice systemically implanted with
CT26 tumors after i.v. treatment with NDV/F3aa. The
therapeutic efficacy of NDV/F3aa was not limited to s.c. implanted
CT26 tumor cells. Five mice per group were inoculated i.v. with
5  105 CT26 cells and treated 3 days later with one i.v. injection of
1  107 pfu/mouse of rNDV/B1, rNDV/F3aa, or PBS. As shown in
Fig. 2D, mice treated with rNDV/B1 had a prolonged survival
compared with PBS-treated mice and a further enhanced
prolongation of survival when treated with rNDV/F3aa. However,
although the modification of the F protein of NDV resulted in a
significantly enhanced tumor growth reduction in our s.c. tumor
model, only 20% of mice developed complete tumor regression.
Whereas it may be possible that further modifications of the NDV
backbone vector could improve the therapeutic response of this
virus (perhaps through modification of the HN protein), we wanted
to investigate the possibility of further enhancing the therapeutic
potential of NDV by genetically engineering the NDV genome to
express cytokines.
Construction of recombinant NDVs expressing GM-CSF,
IFN-;, IL-2, or TNF-A. Previous studies have identified numerous
cytokines that can play a critical role in the immune response.
Some of the well-shown and most effective cytokines for cancer
treatment used in both animal tumor models and in cancer
patients are GM-CSF, IFN-g, IL-2, and TNF-a (25). The ability of

Figure 2. A to C, comparison of tumor
growth inhibition between unmodified
rNDV/B1 and the recombinant NDV
expressing a modified F protein (rNDV/
F3aa). Groups of 5 and 10 mice were
s.c. inoculated with 5  105 CT26 cells
in the right flank (PBS- and NDV-treated
groups, respectively). After palpable
tumors formed, animals were treated every
other day with four i.t. injections of PBS,
1  107 pfu of rNDV/B1, or 1  107 pfu
of rNDV/F3aa. Tumor volumes were
monitored every other day for the duration
of the experiment and results of individual
mice are plotted. Mice treated with
rNDV/F3aa had a delayed tumor growth
compared with rNDV/B1 (P = 0.0001,
between PBS and rNDV/B1; P = 0.01,
between rNDV/B1 and rNDV/F3aa) and
2 of the 10 mice treated with rNDV/F3aa
underwent complete tumor regression
compared with 0 of 10 mice treated
with rNDV/B1. D, NDV/F3aa mediates
extended survival of mice with CT26 tumor
metastases. Groups of five mice were
inoculated i.v. with 5  105 CT26 tumor
cells and then treated i.v. 3 d later with
107 pfu of rNDV/B1 (n), rNDV/F3aa (E),
or PBS (y). Animals were monitored daily
for survival.
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Figure 3. Tumor growth inhibition of tumorbearing mice treated with recombinant NDV
expressing minigal, GM-CSF, IFN-g, IL-2,
TNF-a, or PBS. Five mice per treatment
group were evaluated in the same s.c. tumor
model as in Fig. 2A to C , and results of
individual mice are plotted.

these molecules to enhance antitumor therapeutic effects has been
investigated with several oncolytic viruses, but never with NDV.
Considering these reports, we have designed and constructed four
viruses expressing murine GM-CSF, IFN-g, IL-2, or TNF-a and
tested them in our tumor model. As a control for potential changes
caused by insertion of a foreign gene into NDV genome, we created
a virus that expresses a h-galactosidase peptide fragment (rNDV/
F3aa-minigal). Cells infected with this virus did not produce
detectable levels of any of the immunomodulatory molecules
(data not shown). In contrast, supernatant 24 h postinfection from
CT26 cells infected with an MOI of 10 resulted in 368 F 28.8 (SD),
1,354 F 72.6, 1,950 F 24, and 255 F 6.4 ng/mL for rNDV/F3aaGM-CSF, rNDV/F3aa-IFN-g, rNDV/F3aa-IL-2, and rNDV/F3aaTNF-a, respectively.
Treatment of s.c. implanted CT26 tumors with rNDV/F3aaIL-2 results in enhanced tumor reduction. To assess and
compare the therapeutic potential of NDV/F3aa recombinant
viruses expressing IFN-g, GM-CSF, IL-2, and TNF-a, mice were
tested in our s.c. tumor model as described earlier. Tumor growth
inhibition caused by rNDV/F3aa expressing IFN-g, GM-CSF, IL-2,
or TNF-a was compared with rNDV/F3aa-minigal as a control
(results shown in Fig. 3). In this tumor model, mice treated with
GM-CSF–, TNF-a–, or IFN-g–expressing viruses did not exhibit a
clear change in the therapeutic efficacy of NDV compared with
rNDV/F3aa-minigal. Although mice treated with NDV expressing
TNF-a had a noticeably prolonged delay in tumor growth, four of
five of the mice eventually succumbed to the tumor (data not
shown). Mice treated with NDV expressing GM-CSF and IFN-g did
not exhibit a significant change in tumor growth inhibition
compared with rNDV/F3aa-minigal. However, tumor-bearing mice
treated with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 virus had a marked tumor reduction
and underwent complete tumor regression in four of five mice,
compared with two of five rNDV/F3aa-minigal–treated mice. To
further show that rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 is able to significantly enhance
the therapeutic efficacy of NDV, we increased the sample size to
10 mice per treatment group and repeated the experiment. Mice
treated with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 had a significant effect on the
reduction of tumors with 6 of 10 mice undergoing complete
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regression compared with 2 of 10 mice treated with the control
virus (P = 0.028; Fig. 4A–C). Furthermore, mice treated with 1 log
less of virus per treatment (1  106 pfu for four injections)
maintained the ability to cause complete regression in 5 of 10 mice
compared with 0 of 10 mice in the control virus group
(summarized in Fig. 4D).
Sixty days after treatment, all of the mice that had undergone
complete tumor regression (summarized in Fig. 4D ) were
challenged with a s.c. injection of 5  105 cells on the contralateral
flank of the mouse. Mice in all treatment groups that underwent
complete tumor regression were completely protected from
challenge (Fig. 4C) whereas naı̈ve age-matched control mice
developed tumors (data not shown). The results from these
experiments prompted us to investigate the mechanism for the
improved therapeutic response from mice treated with rNDV/
F3aa-IL-2.
S.c. tumors produce IL-2 only within the tumors of rNDV/
F3aa-IL-2–treated mice. Tumors were dissected on day 5 and
supernatants of tumor homogenates were tested for the in situ
presence of IL-2 by ELISA. As seen in Fig. 5A, tumor homogenates
from rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 and not from control infected tumors had
detectable levels of IL-2 within the tumor. This IL-2 was only
detected locally within the tumors of rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–infected
mice and was not detectable in blood sera (data not shown).
Although IL-2 has shown cancer therapeutic potential and is
approved by the Food and Drug Administration for cancer
treatment, toxicity of systemically administered IL-2 is of concern
and limits its widespread use. Mice are able to tolerate 50- to
300-fold higher serum concentrations of IL-2 than humans, and our
inability to detect IL-2 within the sera of rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated
mice suggests that the expression levels of IL-2 from NDV will be
nontoxic to humans.
Imaging of the in vivo expression of a foreign gene by rNDV/
F3aa. To determine in vivo distribution of NDV after s.c. treatment,
we constructed a recombinant NDV expressing firefly luciferase.
This virus can be used to measure the expression of a foreign gene
within a mouse tumor and allows us to visualize the distribution of
expression in vivo. Construction of rNDV/F3aa expressing firefly
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luciferase (rNDV/F3aa-Fluc) was generated by insertion of the
firefly luciferase gene between the P and M genes as were previous
viruses. Mice were s.c. injected with 5  105 CT26 cells in the flank
and allowed to establish for 2 weeks. Mice then received a single
i.t. injection of either 1  106 pfu of rNDV/F3aa-FLuc or mock
infected. Twenty-four hours after treatment, luciferase expression
from rNDV/F3aa-FLuc was visualized in vivo by IVIS imaging. As
seen in Fig. 5B, rNDV is able to express luciferase only within the
tumor of the mouse 1 day postinjection and this single i.t. injection
is detectable by in vivo luciferase imaging for 4 days (data not
shown). These results allowed us to conclude that NDV can be used
as an effective gene therapy vector to efficiently express a foreign
gene within a CT26 s.c. tumor model, and that this expression is
limited in distribution to the mouse tumor. In addition, the
expression of luciferase seen only within the tumor is consistent
with the increased IL-2 produced only within the tumors treated
with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 and not with rNDV/F3aa-minigal. Together,
these data show that the expression of IL-2 seen in the mouse
tumor treated with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 can be at least partially
attributed to direct expression from the recombinant NDV gene
therapy vector.
S.c. implanted tumors treated with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 have
marked T-cell infiltration compared with control virus–
treated tumors. Tumors from mice treated with PBS, rNDV/
F3aa-minigal, and rNDV/F3aa-IL-2, as previously described, were
removed on day 5 after treatment initiation and stained with
H&E. The intense H&E staining pattern of the rNDV/F3aa-IL2–treated animals suggested an increase in tumor-infiltrating
lymphocytes compared with rNDV/F3aa-minigal and PBS controls (Fig. 6A). To specifically identify cells within the infiltrate as
CD4+ or CD8+, tumors were removed and dissociated into singlecell suspension. These cells were then stained with anti-CD3 and
costained with either anti-CD4 or anti-CD8 antibody and

analyzed by FACS analysis. As shown in Fig. 6B and C, tumors
treated with rNDV/F3aa-minigal and PBS have comparable levels
of CD4+ and CD8+ T cells. However, rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated
tumors showed significant increase in CD4+ and CD8+ cells as
compared with those from PBS- and rNDV/F3aa-minigal–treated
mice. Tumor-draining lymph node–derived cells (LN) removed
on days 5 and 14 were cocultured with irradiated CT26 cells and
production of IFN-g was measured as an indication of T-cell
function (Fig. 6D). LN cells from PBS-treated mice had
undetectable levels of IFN-g. Moreover, LN cells from rNDV/
F3aa-IL-2–treated mice produced higher levels of IFN-g compared with those from rNDV/F3aa-minigal–treated mice. IFN-g
production was dependent on coculture with CT26 cells, and
supernatants of LN cells alone in culture did not produce
detectable levels of IFN-g (data not shown). These data suggest
that the increased therapeutic efficacy of rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 is at
least associated with a stronger CT26-specific immune response
by T cells from rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated mice and an increased
number of CD4+ and CD8+ T cells within rNDV/F3aa-IL-2
tumors.

Discussion
We have previously reported the construction of a NDV with a
modified F protein (F3aa) to be used as a dual vaccine vector
against Newcastle disease and avian influenza in chicken (29). This
virus was genetically modified to contain the consensus F protein
cleavage recognition sequence of virulent strains of NDV (33).
Highly virulent strains of NDV in birds are classified as velogenic,
intermediate strains as mesogenic, and nonvirulent strains as
lentogenic based on the mean death time in chicken eggs (34). The
precursor F0 protein is only fusogenic after it is cleaved into F1 and
F2 polypeptides. The different F protein cleavage sequences of NDV

Figure 4. Antitumor effects of rNDV/F3aaIL-2 virus. A to C, ten mice per treatment
group were tested in the same s.c. CT26
tumor model as in Fig. 3. A, tumor volumes
in mice treated with rNDV/F3aa-minigal.
B, tumor volumes in mice treated with
rNDV/F3aa-IL-2. C, percent survival of
tumor-bearing mice treated with PBS (E),
rNDV/F3aa-minigal (n), and rNDV/F3aaIL-2 (y). Six of 10 mice treated with rNDV/
F3aa-IL-2 underwent complete tumor
regression compared with 2 of 10 mice
treated with rNDV/F3aa-minigal (P = 0.02).
Surviving animals were challenged
with a new s.c. injection of CT26 cells
(arrows ). D, complete remissions of
tumors observed in three independent
experiments [experiments 1 and 2
correspond to animals in Fig. 3 and
in (C ); experiment 3 was done with
106 pfu per injection].
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strains are recognized by distinct cellular proteases (35). The F0
proteins from lentogenic viruses are only cleaved by trypsin-like
proteases found in the respiratory and intestinal tracts of birds,
whereas the F proteins of velogenic strains can be cleaved by a
broad range of proteases found in a wide range of tissue.
Furthermore, syncytia formation caused by the F protein requires
the HN protein for the fusion process (36). Expression of a highly
fusogenic F protein is able to mediate an antitumor response
when transfected into cells (14) or when expressed as a transgene
from VSV (37). Although the F cleavage site is a major determinant of virulence in NDV (15), modification of the F protein
from the attenuated Hitchner B1 strain of NDV resulted in a virus
that only exhibits intermediate virulence for birds (29) based on a
mean death time in embryonated eggs assay. Other reports show
that not only the F protein cleavage site but also regions of the
HN protein play a critical role in virulence (38). This would
explain why a highly attenuated lentogenic NDV (NDV/B1)
modified to contain only the F protein cleavage site sequence
of velogenic viruses does not exhibit highly pathologic properties
in embryonated eggs.
Replication of NDV, an avian paramyxovirus, seems to be
restricted in other species, including human cells. However tumor
cells, which are usually deficient in the antiviral IFN-mediated
response, are permissive to NDV replication (2). Our recombinant
clone of NDV is capable of replicating in numerous tumor cell
lines to high titers (f106 pfu/mL). This parental strain usually
requires the addition of exogenous protease to propagate in most
tumor cells, whereas rNDV/F3aa (the NDV/B1 clone with a
modified F cleavage sequence) can grow to similar titers in the
same cells without addition of exogenous protease. In the present
study, we constructed a NDV modified to express the highly
fusogenic F protein for the treatment of a model colon carcinoma.
Expression of this F protein is sufficient to induce syncytia
formation in tumor cells and cause what is referred to as a
‘‘bystander effect’’ (14). This effect recruits nontransfected cells
into the growing syncytia and has been reported as an effective
means for enhancing oncolysis of tumor cells. Here, we show that
tumor-bearing mice in the CT26 metastatic tumor model treated
with a single i.v. injection of 107 pfu of NDV/F3aa displayed a

prolonged survival compared with wild-type NDV/B1. These data
are consistent with our results from the s.c. cancer model where
we observed an enhanced therapeutic efficacy after four i.t.
injections of NDV in mice harboring established s.c. tumors.
Moreover, complete regression of these s.c. tumors was observed
in 2 of 10 of animals treated with the modified virus, compared
with 0 of 10 mice undergoing complete regression with the wildtype NDV/B1. This enhanced therapeutic efficacy is consistent
with previous reports from transfected and VSV-infected tumor
cells also expressing a highly fusogenic F protein and remains to
be tested in other tumor models. Although there is a significant
improvement in therapeutic efficacy, we wanted to explore
additional means of enhancing the therapeutic potential of NDV
by reverse genetics. To this end, we explored the use of NDV/F3aa
as a vector for gene therapy.
Formation of syncytia in CT26 cells in vitro and an enhanced
therapeutic response shown in both s.c. and metastatic models
by rNDV/F3aa led us to choose this vector as our backbone to
develop further reverse genetic modifications of NDV for an
enhanced therapeutic potential. Additional modifications to
rNDV/F3aa allow for the possibility of generating an even more
effective agent compared with rNDV/B1. This second-generation
therapeutic agent was designed to evaluate whether genetically
engineered NDV carrying an immunomodulatory gene can be
created and, secondly, whether such viruses are more efficacious
in tumor therapy. Although gene therapy vectors carrying
immunomodulatory genes have been tested in a number of
virus vectors, the overall therapeutic effect of the immunomodulatory genes varies, depending on the vector used and the
cancer model. In this report, we show that NDV can be used as
a gene therapy vector and, secondly, that this virus can be
modified to express cytokines for enhanced therapeutic efficacy.
Specifically, the expression of IL-2 was able to dramatically
improve the therapeutic efficacy of rNDV in our colon cancer
model, with a majority of the rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated mice
undergoing complete and long-lasting tumor regression. Furthermore, these mice develop a potent immunologic memory
response protecting them from further CT26 tumor challenge.
Whether it is be possible that GM-CSF, TNF-a, are IFN-g are

Figure 5. In vivo expression of foreign genes by rNDV/
F3aa. A, tumor homogenates from mice removed on day 5
posttreatment were tested for IL-2 by ELISA. B, mice
were i.t. injected with 1  106 pfu of rNDV/F3aa-Fluc
and monitored for luciferase by in vivo imaging using
the IVIS imaging system. In the representational image,
luciferase expression was observed only within the tumors
of the rNDV/F3aa-Fluc–treated mice and was not detected
in any other locations. Units are in photon counts.
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Figure 6. A, representative sections of
H&E-stained mouse tumors dissected on
day 5 after treatment initiation. Intense
infiltration was observed in the rNDV/F3aaIL-2–treated tumors compared with both
PBS- and rNDV/F3aa-minigal–treated
tumors. B and C, quantification of CD4+
and CD8+ T cells within the tumors of mice
on day 5 posttreatment. Tumors were
removed on day 5, dissociated into singlecell suspensions by collagenase treatment,
stained with anti-CD3, and costained with
either anti-CD4 or anti-CD8 antibody for
FACS analysis. Treatment with rNDV/
F3aa-IL-2 produced a marked increase in
the percentage of CD4+ and CD8+ T cells
within the tumors (n = 6 mice per group;
P = 0.031 and P = 0.010, between CD4+
and CD8+ cells in tumors from rNDV/F3aaminigal– and rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated
mice, respectively). D, LN cells were
removed from mice on days 5 and 14.
LN cells were cocultured with irradiated
CT26 cells or plated alone and were
measured for IFN-g production 3 d later.

capable of enhancing the therapeutic efficacy of NDV in other
cancer models is yet to be determined.
Although the focus of this work is on using reverse genetics to
improve the therapeutic potential of NDV, the dramatically
enhanced therapeutic efficacy of NDV expressing IL-2 prompted
us to examine the immune response generated from this virus. IL-2
is a well-characterized cytokine with therapeutic anticancer
efficacy produced mainly by CD4, but also by CD8, T cells (25).
IL-2 is a T-cell growth factor that binds to a tripartite receptor on
T cells and exhibits autocrine functions. To this end, we examined
the tumors for an increased presence of T cells by FACS analysis of
tumor homogenates. Our data show that there is indeed an
increase in number of CD4+ and CD8+ T cells within the tumors of
mice on day 5 after treatment initiation in tumors treated with
rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 but not in control virus– or PBS-treated tumors.
Next, we dissected tumors on day 5 posttreatment and tested them
for the presence of IL-2. Mice treated with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 showed
the presence of IL-2 within the tumor homogenates by ELISA,
whereas IL-2 concentrations from control-infected mouse tumors
were undetectable. Local expression of a foreign gene within the
tumor of treated mice was confirmed by in vivo imaging of rNDV/
F3aa-Fluc. By using IVIS imaging of luciferase, we were able to
conclude that expression of the gene insert into NDV/F3aa vector
was only observed within the tumors of mice and that this
expression was detectable within the tumor for 4 days after a single
injection of recombinant virus.
Importantly, all of the mice that underwent complete regressions
of tumors exhibited a long-lasting protection from tumor challenge
regardless of the recombinant virus treatment received, although
mice treated with rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 had significantly more mice
undergoing complete tumor regression. In addition, LN cells from

www.aacrjournals.org

NDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated mice on days 5 and 14 produced higher
levels of IFN-g only when cocultured with irradiated CT26 cells,
compared with rNDV/F3aa-minigal control treated mice. Interestingly, sera taken on day 14 from mice treated with i.t. injections of
rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 had higher antibody titers to NDV than the control
vector as detected by hemagglutination inhibition assay.5 Collectively, these facts and the increase in CD4 and CD8 T cells within
the tumors of rNDV/F3aa-IL-2–treated mice suggest that both an
increased T-cell function and the presence of CD4+ and CD8+ T
cells within the tumor mediate an enhanced tumor reduction. Our
future plan is to further investigate the precise mechanism of this
enhanced therapeutic potential of rNDV/F3aa-IL-2 in CT26 colon
carcinoma.
In this report, we have investigated the potential to enhance the
inherent therapeutic efficacy of NDV by use of reverse genetics.
Clinical therapeutic efficacy using NDV was first noted in 1965 for
an advanced cervical cancer patient treated with a direct
inoculation of the virus into the tumor (39). Since this initial
report, there have been many encouraging reports of cancer
therapy treatments using NDV in clinical and preclinical studies
with naturally occurring strains of the virus (1). Here, we describe
the first genetically engineered NDV designed as an improved
cancer therapeutic agent. Specifically, we investigated the potential
to engineer the backbone vector of NDV for an enhanced efficacy.
In addition, we explored the potential to engineer the virus for use
as a gene therapy vector for cancer therapy. The present study
focuses on the potential to use reverse genetics to improve the
therapeutic efficacy of NDV and allows us to carry out
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comprehensive mechanistic studies of tumor therapy using
genetically engineered NDVs.

Acknowledgments
Received 3/19/2007; revised 5/10/2007; accepted 6/20/2007.
Grant support: NIH fellowships F31CA110209 and F31AI056678 (A. Vigil and M.A.
Chua, respectively), NIH training grant T32AI07647 (A. Vigil), Northeast Biodefense

References
1. Nemunaitis J. Live viruses in cancer treatment.
Oncology (Huntingt) 2002;16:1483–92; discussion 95–7.
2. Reichard KW, Lorence RM, Cascino CJ, et al. Newcastle
disease virus selectively kills human tumor cells. J Surg
Res 1992;52:448–53.
3. Elankumaran S, Rockemann D, Samal SK. Newcastle
disease virus exerts oncolysis by both intrinsic and
extrinsic caspase-dependent pathways of cell death.
J Virol 2006;80:7522–434.
4. Hrabak A, Csuka I, Bajor T, Csatary LK. The cytotoxic
anti-tumor effect of MTH-68/H, a live attenuated
Newcastle disease virus is mediated by the induction
of nitric oxide synthesis in rat peritoneal macrophages
in vitro . Cancer Lett 2006;231:279–89.
5. Bian H, Fournier P, Peeters B, Schirrmacher V. Tumortargeted gene transfer in vivo via recombinant Newcastle disease virus modified by a bispecific fusion
protein. Int J Oncol 2005;27:377–84.
6. Lorence RM, Rood PA, Kelley KW. Newcastle disease
virus as an antineoplastic agent: induction of tumor
necrosis factor-a and augmentation of its cytotoxicity.
J Natl Cancer Inst 1988;80:1305–12.
7. Balachandran S, Barber GN. Vesicular stomatitis virus
(VSV) therapy of tumors. IUBMB Life 2000;50:135–8.
8. Stojdl DF, Lichty BD, tenOever BR, et al. VSV strains
with defects in their ability to shutdown innate
immunity are potent systemic anti-cancer agents.
Cancer Cell 2003;4:263–75.
9. Park MS, Garcı́a-Sastre A, Cros JF, Basler CF, Palese P.
Newcastle disease virus V protein is a determinant of
host range restriction. J Virol 2003;77:9522–32.
10. Cassell WA, Garrett RE. Newcastle disease virus as an
antineoplastic agent. Cancer 1965;18:863–8.
11. Flanagan AD, Love R, Tesar W. Propagation of
Newcastle disease virus in Ehrlich ascites cells in vitro
and in vivo . Proc Soc Exper Biol Med 1955;90:82–6.
12. Kenney S, Pagano JS. Viruses as oncolytic agents: a
new age for therapeutic; viruses? J Natl Cancer Inst
1994;86:1185–6.
13. Zwiebel JA. Cancer gene and oncolytic virus therapy.
Semin Oncol 2001;28:336–43.
14. Bateman AR, Harrington KJ, Kottke T, et al. Viral
fusogenic membrane glycoproteins kill solid tumor cells
by nonapoptotic mechanisms that promote cross
presentation of tumor antigens by dendritic cells.
Cancer Res 2002;62:6566–78.
15. de Leeuw OS, Hartog L, Koch G, Peeters BP. Effect of
fusion protein cleavage site mutations on virulence of

Cancer Res 2007; 67: (17). September 1, 2007

Center development grant U54 AI057158 (M-S. Park), NIH grants (S.L.C. Woo and
A. Garcı́a-Sastre), and National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases grant U19
AI62623 (Center to Investigate Viral Immunity and Antagonism).
Mount Sinai School of Medicine owns patent positions for reverse genetics of
Newcastle disease viruses.
The costs of publication of this article were defrayed in part by the payment of page
charges. This article must therefore be hereby marked advertisement in accordance
with 18 U.S.C. Section 1734 solely to indicate this fact.
We thank Dr. Nicholas P. Restifo for the CT26 cell line and Richard Cadagan for
excellent technical assistance.

Newcastle disease virus: non-virulent cleavage site
mutants revert to virulence after one passage in chicken
brain. J Gen Virol 2003;84:475–84.
16. Ebert O, Shinozaki K, Kournioti C, Park MS, Garcı́aSastre A, Woo SL. Syncytia induction enhances the
oncolytic potential of vesicular stomatitis virus in
virotherapy for cancer. Cancer Res 2004;64:3265–70.
17. Mastrangelo MJ, Maguire HC, Jr., Eisenlohr LC, et al.
Intratumoral recombinant GM-CSF-encoding virus as
gene therapy in patients with cutaneous melanoma.
Cancer Gene Ther 1999;6:409–22.
18. Mukherjee S, Haenel T, Himbeck R, et al. Replicationrestricted vaccinia as a cytokine gene therapy vector in
cancer: persistent transgene expression despite antibody generation. Cancer Gene Ther 2000;7:663–70.
19. Hu JC, Coffin RS, Davis CJ, et al. A phase I study of
OncoVEXGM-CSF, a second-generation oncolytic herpes simplex virus expressing granulocyte macrophage
colony-stimulating factor. Clin Cancer Res 2006;12:
6737–47.
20. Lee YS, Kim JH, Choi KJ, et al. Enhanced antitumor
effect of oncolytic adenovirus expressing interleukin-12
and B7–1 in an immunocompetent murine model. Clin
Cancer Res 2006;12:5859–68.
21. Kim JH, Oh JY, Park BH, et al. Systemic armed
oncolytic and immunologic therapy for cancer with
JX-594, a targeted poxvirus expressing GM-CSF. Mol
Ther 2006;14:361–70.
22. Choi KJ, Kim JH, Lee YS, et al. Concurrent delivery of
GM-CSF and B7–1 using an oncolytic adenovirus elicits
potent antitumor effect. Gene Ther 2006;13:1010–20.
23. Su C, Peng L, Sham J, et al. Immune gene-viral
therapy with triplex efficacy mediated by oncolytic
adenovirus carrying an interferon-g gene yields efficient
antitumor activity in immunodeficient and immunocompetent mice. Mol Ther 2006;13:918–27.
24. Ino Y, Saeki Y, Fukuhara H, Todo T. Triple combination
of oncolytic herpes simplex virus-1 vectors armed with
interleukin-12, interleukin-18, or soluble B7–1 results in
enhanced antitumor efficacy. Clin Cancer Res 2006;12:
643–52.
25. Chada S, Ramesh R, Mhashilkar AM. Cytokine- and
chemokine-based gene therapy for cancer. Curr Opin
Mol Ther 2003;5:463–74.
26. Burroughs KD, Kayda DB, Sakhuja K, et al. Potentiation of oncolytic adenoviral vector efficacy with gutless
vectors encoding GMCSF or TRAIL. Cancer Gene Ther
2004;11:92–102.
27. Fernandez M, Porosnicu M, Markovic D, Barber GN.
Genetically engineered vesicular stomatitis virus in gene

8292

therapy: application for treatment of malignant disease.
J Virol 2002;76:895–904.
28. Swayne DE, Suarez DL, Schultz-Cherry S, et al. Recombinant paramyxovirus type 1-avian influenza-H7 virus as a
vaccine for protection of chickens against influenza and
Newcastle disease. Avian Dis 2003;47:1047–50.
29. Park MS, Steel J, Garcia-Sastre A, Swayne D, Palese P.
Engineered viral vaccine constructs with dual specificity: avian influenza and Newcastle disease. Proc Natl
Acad Sci U S A 2006;103:8203–8.
30. Nakaya T, Cros J, Park M-S, et al. Recombinant
Newcastle disease virus as a vaccine vector. J Virol 2001;
75:11868–73.
31. Shinozaki K, Ebert O, Kournioti C, Tai YS, Woo SL.
Oncolysis of multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma in the
rat liver by hepatic artery infusion of vesicular
stomatitis virus. Mol Ther 2004;9:368–76.
32. Geiss GK, Salvatore M, Tumpey TM, et al. Cellular
transcriptional profiling in influenza A virus infected
lung epithelial cells: the role of the nonstructural NS1
protein in the evasion of the host innate defense and its
potential contribution to pandemic influenza. Proc Natl
Acad Sci U S A 2002;99:10736–41.
33. Collins MS, Bashiruddin JB, Alexander DJ. Deduced
amino acid sequences at the fusion protein cleavage site
of Newcastle disease viruses showing variation in
antigenicity and pathogenicity. Arch Virol 1993;128:
363–70.
34. Brugh M, Beard CW. Atypical disease produced in
chickens by Newcastle disease virus isolated from exotic
birds. Avian Dis 1984;28:482–8.
35. Sakaguchi T, Matsuda Y, Kiyokage R, et al. Identification of endoprotease activity in the trans Golgi
membranes of rat liver cells that specifically processes
in vitro the fusion glycoprotein precursor of virulent
Newcastle disease virus. Virology 1991;184:504–12.
36. Sergel TA, McGinnes LW, Morrison TG. A single
amino acid change in the Newcastle disease virus fusion
protein alters the requirement for HN protein in fusion.
J Virol 2000;74:5101–7.
37. Ebert O, Shinozaki K, Kournioti C, Park MS, GarciaSastre A, Woo SL. Syncytia induction enhances the
oncolytic potential of vesicular stomatitis virus in
virotherapy for cancer. Cancer Res 2004;64:3265–70.
38. Peeters BP, de Leeuw OS, Koch G, Gielkens AL.
Rescue of Newcastle disease virus from cloned cDNA:
evidence that cleavability of the fusion protein is a
major determinant for virulence. J Virol 1999;73:5001–9.
39. Cassel WA, Garrett RE. Newcastle disease virus as an
antineoplastic agent. Cancer 1965;18:863.

www.aacrjournals.org

Downloaded from cancerres.aacrjournals.org on January 26, 2022. © 2007 American Association for Cancer
Research.

Use of Reverse Genetics to Enhance the Oncolytic
Properties of Newcastle Disease Virus
Adam Vigil, Man-Seong Park, Osvaldo Martinez, et al.
Cancer Res 2007;67:8285-8292.

Updated version

Cited articles
Citing articles

E-mail alerts
Reprints and
Subscriptions
Permissions

Access the most recent version of this article at:
http://cancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/67/17/8285

This article cites 39 articles, 14 of which you can access for free at:
http://cancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/67/17/8285.full#ref-list-1
This article has been cited by 13 HighWire-hosted articles. Access the articles at:
http://cancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/67/17/8285.full#related-urls

Sign up to receive free email-alerts related to this article or journal.
To order reprints of this article or to subscribe to the journal, contact the AACR Publications
Department at pubs@aacr.org.
To request permission to re-use all or part of this article, use this link
http://cancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/67/17/8285.
Click on "Request Permissions" which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center's
(CCC)
Rightslink site.

Downloaded from cancerres.aacrjournals.org on January 26, 2022. © 2007 American Association for Cancer
Research.

